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Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the discussion and provide feedback on the first draft work 
programme of the United Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition.  
 
We would like to address the first prompt, and offer a few suggestions that we deem will help strengthen 
the report.  
 
Overall, the report needs a stronger focus on climate change, gender, and cultural components of 
nutrition. We cannot adequately discuss nutrition without addressing climate change. As climate change 
possess the capacity to affect the quantity of food produced, the variety of crops cultivated, the cost of 
production, and the nutritional value of food, it is a substantial threat and challenge to sustainable 
agriculture and resilient food systems that must be included in the dialogue regarding strategies to 
eliminate hunger and malnutrition.  
 
In addition, the draft document fails to acknowledge the gender-specific vulnerabilities to malnutrition. 
Women in rural areas make up the majority of smallholder farmers worldwide, thus providing the global 
population with the majority of the food we live on. However, female farmers are the worst affected by 
hunger and extreme poverty, often eating less and eating last in households. Women’s contributions to 
agriculture work are too often unpaid, unseen, and undervalued, leading to the undermining of the role of 
women and girls in shaping rural food systems. Women and girls are subject to systemic gender-based 
discrimination which often disallows them to obtain land rights, receive credit or small loans, access 
agricultural education, engage in markets, obtain productive assets, work full-time, or even receive 
payment for their work. For these reasons, recognizing the impact of gender on nutrition should play an 
essential role formulating policy to alleviate malnutrition.  
 
Furthermore, although global policy coordination constitutes an integral component in the fight to 
eradicate hunger and malnutrition, it should not take precedence over food sovereignty, which seeks to 
ensure nutritional needs are met in a culturally appropriate manner. 
 
Finally, the focus on the SDGs in this draft is very weak. Although it highlights the SDGs as an important 
framework in advocacy efforts, the draft should elaborate upon the relation between the SDGs and the UN 
Decade of Action on Nutrition. We suggest a particular focus on SDGs 2, 5, 6, and 13. 
 

  
Section-Specific Analyses: 
 
Aims and Added Value: 
  

The UN NGO Working Group on Food and Hunger agrees that policy coherence across multiple 
sectors, including reporting and monitoring, is key to combatting all forms of malnutrition. We 



recommend that this aim could best be achieved through the CFS as this particular body is the most 
knowledge-based and democratic of the various UN agencies included in the monitoring process. It 
receives input from a wide variety of stakeholders, including civil society and small producers. If the 
Nutrition Decade work programme intends to be democratic and inclusive of stakeholders, CFS should be 
given the lead in monitoring and policy formation, and the UN General Assembly should increase 
coordination with the CFS to enable this policy coherence.  
 
Guiding Principles: 
  

We agree that an inclusive stakeholder process that builds upon existing tools and efforts is an 
effective way to promote alignment. The most efficient way to address all forms of malnutrition is to 
include key actors, and it is imperative to include civil society in this process. However, this section is 
lacking an emphasis on some of those most vulnerable to malnutrition. For example, there is no mention 
of refugee and migrant nutrition. In addition, there should be an emphasis on engaging, learning from, and 
empowering Indigenous peoples who hold knowledge from time immemorial of environmental 
stewardship knowledge and have been regarded by FAO as central to efforts of climate change resilience. 
  
Action Areas: 
  
(1) Sustainable, resilient food systems for healthy diets 
  
            There is a crucial error in this section as there is no mention of climate change. How can we 
discuss sustainable and resilient food systems without addressing the most threatening challenge to 
agriculture? 
  
            The NGO Working Group on Food and Hunger agrees with the proposed effort to “strengthen 
local food production and processing, especially by smallholder and family farms,” but it should be noted 
that the most sustainable and resilient action is that which comes from the grassroots, The best local level, 
sustainable action is acknowledging and initiating efforts towards food sovereignty. 
  
(3) Social protection and nutrition education 
(4) Trade and investment for improved nutrition 
  
            The best form of social protection is to protect small holder farmers. These individuals face land 
tenure issues which put their livelihoods and the environment at risk. Small holders farmers, Indigenous 
peoples, and especially women (who represent the majority of rural farmers) often lack land tenure and 
are vulnerable in the face of large corporations. Therefore, to protect smallholder farmers and encourage 
local, sustainable food production, multinational corporations should have much stricter regulations. The 
discussion of ‘conflicts of interest’ should first and always surround how multinational corporations 
infringe on human rights, and make the livelihoods of small holders farmers, Indigenous peoples, and 
women especially vulnerable. 
  



            The discussion of more investment should be considered carefully. Investment should support 
small holder and agro-ecological farmers. Too often investment is at their expense and enacted through 
land-grabbing and agro-industrial development. Positive investments should improve standards of living 
for individuals living in rural settings and speed the transition to environmentally sustainable food 
production. 
  
(5) Safe and supportive environments for nutrition at all ages 
  
            Water is a finite resource. Its relationship to agriculture and nutrition should be acknowledged in 
this section. More than 70% of all freshwater is used for agriculture right now. Policy should re-examine 
the water-food nexus keeping in mind the relationship with nutrition, climate resilience, and corporate 
resource grabbing. It is imperative to commence the utilization of water in a human-rights based, 
environmentally sustainable manner. Global policy efforts should also focus on decreasing the use of 
aquifer groundwater supplies and ending abusive industrial and mining uses of water. In response to 
climate change and widespread drought, re-forestation and conservation land-use efforts must be 
implemented to promote more reliable rainfall and improve moisture retention in soil. These efforts will 
ensure a healthy water supply is available to all and not just multinational corporations. 
 


